Wish List for Grades 2-3
Book reviews from Junior Library Guild and School Library Journal

Tucky Jo and Little Heart
by Patricia Polacco
In a story based on real events, a World War II veteran recalls a little girl he
befriended while fighting in the Philippines, and how their incredible bond affected
their lives.

The Sand Warrior: 5 Worlds, Book 1
by Mark Siegel, Alexis Siegel
The Five Worlds are on the brink of extinction—unless five ancient and mysterious
beacons are lit. Full-color illustrations.

Ten: A Soccer Story
by Shamini Flint
Maya is a passionate soccer fan eager play the game. This is extra challenging,
because soccer is considered a “boys’ game” in Malaysia in 1986. Author’s note.

Garbage Night
by Jen Lee
With echoes of post-war, derelict places, Garbage Night explores how animals may
internalize their changing environment and express their thoughts, fears and hopes.
Full-color illustrations.

Making Scents
by Arthur Yorinks
Mickey isn’t like his brothers and sisters. They’re all stronger, faster, and have a
much better sense of smell. That’s because his “brothers and sisters” are dogs—
bloodhounds, to be exact. Information from the artists about the making of Making
Scents. Full-color illustrations.

Pigs Might Fly
by Nick Abadzis
Magic and science clash in a world where highly evolved pigs fight their mortal
enemies, the warthogs, for dominion of the skies! Full-color illustrations.

Dinosaur Empire!: Earth Before Us #1
by Abby Howard
This book explores and explains the past through a combination of history, science,
four-color illustrations, and humorous storytelling. “Cool Animals from Other Times.”
Glossary. Full-color illustrations.

Ordinary Mishaps and Inevitable Catastrophes: Frazzled #2
by Booki Vivat
Abbie Wu is once again totally freaking out. Her science teacher is forcing her to
work in pairs, and her partner is the new girl in school. Black-and-white illustrations.

Cici’s Journal: The Adventures of a Writer-in-Training
by Joris Chamblain

In a graphic novel interwoven with journal notes, scrapbook pieces, and
doodles, Cici assembles clues about the odd and wonderful people she’s
uncovered.

The Dragon Slayer: Folktales
from Latin America
by Jaime Hernandez
Acclaimed cartoonist Jaime Hernandez transforms beloved myths into bold,
stunning, and utterly contemporary comics.

Tamba Hali: Real Sports
Content Network Presents
by David Seigerman
Tamba Hali is a linebacker on the Kansas City Chiefs. As a child, he and his
seven siblings fled war-torn Liberia to the Ivory Coast, and later came to New
Jersey.

Bolivar
by Sean Rubin
What would you do if your neighbor was a dinosaur?

How to Spot a Sasquatch
by J. Torres
On a camping trip with the Junior Rangers, Jay feels like the odd one out. He’s
determined to get a photo of Bigfoot, but none of his friends believe Bigfoot
exists.

The Ripple Kingdom:
Cucumber Quest
by Gigi D. G.
The journey to retrieve the Dream Sword and save the world from destruction
continues!

Sparks!
by Ian Boothby
August is a brilliant inventor who is afraid of the outside. Charlie is a crack pilot
who isn’t afraid of anything. Together these pals save lives every day. They also
happen to be cats who pilot a powerful, mechanical dog suit!

Lucky Enough
by Fred Bowen
Trey is overjoyed when his lucky charm helps him make the travel team, but will
his luck hold out?

