Wish List for Grades 2-3
Book reviews from Junior Library Guild and School Library Journal

Sport-O-Rama
by Benoit Tardif
This playful visual introduction to twenty-three sports—from badminton and
basketball to soccer and speed skating—identifies athletes, equipment, uniforms,
and much more. Author’s note. Glossary. Bibliography. Full-color illustrations.

Google Glass and Robotics Innovator Sebastian Thrun
by Marne Ventura
According to innovator Sebastian Thrun, “Robots are beginning to make an impact
on more than industry and science. They’re beginning to make an impact on our
everyday lives.” Thrun has been at the forefront of some exciting technological
developments, including Google’s self-driving car and Google Glass. Readers will be
fascinated by details such as the Nursebot that can open a refrigerator door and use
a microwave, and the self-driving car’s ability to negotiate even the curviest San
Francisco street.

Tucky Jo and Little Heart
by Patricia Polacco
In a story based on real events, a World War II veteran recalls a little girl he
befriended while fighting in the Philippines, and how their incredible bond affected
their lives.

Secret Coders
by Gene Luen Yang
Hopper’s new school is mysterious. Will she and her new friend Eni be able to figure
out how all of the strangely numbered buildings, four-eyed birds, and turtle robots
connect?

Paths & Portals: Secret Coders
by Gene Luen Yang
In the first book, Hopper and Eni discovered a robot and programmed him to do
mischief. Now they’re trapped. Will their new programming skills help them escape?

Secrets & Sequences: Secret Coders
by Gene Luen Yang
The coders are back in the third volume of this exciting computer-programming
series with Principal Dean demanding they turn over their most powerful robot. Twocolor illustrations.

I Am Pan!
by Mordicai Gerstein
Ancient Greece sure would have been a lot less interesting without mischievous
Pan, god of the wild: he invented panic, caused the first eclipse, and was always
playing his famous pipes! Author’s note. Bibliography. Full-color mixed-media
illustrations.

Waylon! One Awesome Thing
by Sara Pennypacker
The boys in Waylon’s class form rival recess teams, but Waylon has no interest. He
wants to be friends with everyone—well, maybe not Baxter, who is so bad he
allegedly went to jail! Black-and-white illustrations.

Compass South: Four Points #1
by Hope Larson
Neither Alex nor Cleo realizes the real danger they are in. They are being followed
by pirates who think they hold the key to treasure. Full-color illustrations.

Mighty Jack
by Ben Hatke
School Library Journal Review:
Jack is the oldest child of a divorced single mom doing her best to keep the family
fed. On a trip to the flea market, Jack’s sister, Maddy, who is autistic and never
speaks, convinces Jack to swap the family car for a packet of seeds. Adventure
soon follows, and Jack finds himself planting a garden that produces a variety of
strange and bizarre creatures, meeting the neighbor girl, dealing with his sister, and
even encountering a dragon.

Truth in Sight: Cici: A Fairy’s Tale #2
by Cori Doerrfeld
Part-human, part-fairy Cici works to figure out her newfound powers and her place at
school. Full-color illustrations.

A Perfect View: Cici: A Fairy’s Tale #3
by Cori Doerrfeld
Cici is ready for camping! She has everything planned for the trip with her dad, her
sister, and her friend Kendra. But nature has more in store for her than she’d
expected. Full-color illustrations.

Curse of the Attack-o-Lanterns: The Creeps: Book 3
by Chris Schweizer
Jack-o-lanterns come to life and attack everyone within reach. In order to save their
town, the Creeps must team up with Old Lady Bitterwood, a witch. Full-color
illustrations.

Hilda and the Stone Forest
by Luke Pearson
The city of Trolberg has some dark secrets to reveal, and Hilda is about to discover
them! Full-color illustrations.

How This Book Was Made
by Mac Barnett
Budding writers and artists will laugh at the mix of reality and absurdity as a book
makes its way to a shelf—and to a reader. Full-color illustrations rendered in black
Prismacolor pencil, acrylic paint on a globe, photography, and Photoshop.

The Homework Strike
by Greg Pincus
Gregory K., overwhelmed by homework, decides to make a stand—but the stand
takes on momentum of its own and Gregory has to live with the consequences.

One Trick Pony
by Nathan Hale
In the Earth of the future, humans are on the run from an alien force—giant blobs
who suck up electrical devices wherever they can find them. Full-color illustrations.

Super Narwhal and Jelly Jolt: A Narwhal and Jelly Book
by Ben Clanton
Happy-go-lucky Narwhal and no-nonsense Jelly find their inner superheroes in three
new under-the-sea adventures. Full-color illustrations.

