
Wish List for Grades 4-5 

 

Nico Bravo and the Hound of Hades 

by Mike Cavallaro 

Got a problem? At Vulcan's Celestial Supply Shop, you can find the magical 

merchandise to set things right. The seasoned staff—a kid named Nico Bravo, a 

sphynx named Lula, and a unicorn named Buck—pride themselves on providing 

“legendary service and expertise in all areas of the arcane.” But Nico's world is about 

to be turned upside down, and it's all thanks his latest customer: Eowulf, the pint-size 

descendant of the monster slayer Beowulf. Determined to carry on the family business, 

this would-be warrior plans to slay Cerberus, the terrifying, three-headed hound of 

Hades. There's just one problem—Cerberus is the only thing preventing the hordes of 

the Underworld from entering the land of the living. Can Nico stop Eowulf from 

unleashing a zombie apocalypse? Full-color digital illustrations. 

 

This Was Our Pact 

by Ryan Andrews 

It's the night of the annual Autumn Equinox Festival, when the town gathers to float 
paper lanterns down the river. Legend has it that after drifting out of sight, they'll soar 
off to the Milky Way and turn into brilliant stars. This year, Ben and his classmates are 
determined to find out where those lanterns really go, and they made a pact with two 
simple rules: No one turns for home. No one looks back. The plan is to follow the river 
on their bikes for as long as it takes to learn the truth, but it isn't long before the pact is 
broken by all except for Ben and (much to Ben's disappointment) Nathaniel, the one 
kid who just doesn't seem to fit in. Together, Nathaniel and Ben will travel down a 
winding road full of magic, wonder, and unexpected friendship.* *And a talking bear. 
Full-color illustrations drawn in pencil and colored digitally in Photoshop. 

 

Up for Air 

by Laurie Morrison 

Thirteen-year-old Annabelle struggles in school, no matter how hard she tries. But as 
soon as she dives into the pool, she’s unstoppable. She’s the fastest girl on the middle 
school swim team, and when she’s asked to join the high school team over the 
summer, everything changes. Suddenly, she’s got new friends, and a high school boy 
starts treating her like she’s somebody special—and Annabelle thinks she’ll finally 
stand out in a good way. She’ll do anything to fit in and help the team make it to the 
Labor Day Invitational, even if it means blowing off her old friends. But after a prank 
goes wrong, Annabelle is abandoned by the older boy and can’t swim. Who is she 



without the one thing she’s good at? Heartwarming and relatable, Up for Air is a story 
about where we find our self-worth. 

 

Batting Order 

by Mike Lupica 

On or off the field, Matt and Ben couldn’t be more different. Ben Roberson is an 
all-or-nothing player: he’s big, he’s bold, and he’s brash. Ben’s swing can hit a ball 
right out of the park—but that’s if he can get a hit at all. Matt Baker is small, and shy, 
and his stutter has him avoiding the spotlight—even if he’s the best all-rounder on the 
team. But while Matt knows he’s got the chops, a part of him has always envied “Big 
Ben” and his attention-grabbing charm. So it’s a total shock when Ben asks Matt to 
help him work on his swing. Because Ben can’t put the ball into play, and his 
showboating comes at the expense of the team. And even though Matt’s trying to help, 
Ben doesn’t seem to take him seriously, especially when it means toning things down. 
The end of the season is fast approaching—is there enough time for Ben to realize 
bigger isn’t always better? For Matt to understand that sometimes, being the bigger 
person means standing up for yourself? Or will they have to accept defeat? 

 

My Corner of the Ring 

by Jesselyn Silva 

In this Lean-In style inspirational memoir, twelve-year-old Jesselyn Silva offers a 
ringside seat to girl power and what it takes to win in the ring and in life: punch by 
punch. Girl Boxer shows kids what it means to be true to yourself and stick with your 
dreams even when facing adversity and ridicule. Supported by her single dad, Jesselyn 
(JessZilla in the ring) first donned her boxing gloves at five years of age, making her 
one of very few female boxers in the country. Girl Boxer charts Jesselyn’s oft times 
exhilarating and heartbreaking journey to success in a male dominated sport where she 
struggles to find partners to spar with and combats the viewpoint that no one wants to 
see a girl fight. Despite an inhospitable environment, Jesselyn still has her sights set on 
the Olympics. With the help of her very dad, Pedro, who has instilled in her a strong 
work ethic, she just might make it.It is an exciting and motivational read that will 
provide kids with the roadmap and encouragement to accomplish whatever goals they 
set for themselves. Jesselyn’s positive can-do attitude and determination make this a 
must read. Glossary. Black-and-white photographs and illustrations. 

 

Dugout: The Zombie Steals Home 

by Scott Morse 

Twins Stacy and Gina Cavallaro are rivals on the baseball field, each pitching for a 

different little league team. Gina is a sports whiz and the star of her crack team, while 

Stacy's band of misfits hasn't won a game all season. The battling sisters also happen to 

be the youngest in a long line of local witches. So when Gina's magic spins out of 

control and her spell accidentally raises a zombie, the girls have to set aside their 

differences and figure out how to make everything going wrong, go right. And Stacy's 

team of misfits-Billy, Sanchez, Levi, Beans, Paddy, Killroy, Gomez, and Boots-must 



band together to save the day! Cast of characters. Baseball facts. Full-color 

illustrations. 

 

Wildheart: The Daring Adventures of John Muir 

by Julie Bertagna 

John Muir led an adventurous life, starting with his wild and playful boyhood in 

Scotland to his legendary exploits in America, where he became an inventor, a global 

explorer, and the first modern environmentalist—and even made friends with a 

president! His heart was always in the outdoors and he aimed to experience all he 

could. Most importantly, though, John Muir told the world about the wonders of 

nature. His words made a difference and inspired people in many countries to start 

protecting planet Earth—and they still do. Key character list. Time line. Glossary. 

Source notes. “Parks Are for You.” Full-color illustrations. 

 

Benchwarmers 

by John Feinstein 

Twelve-year-old Jeff Michaels, son of a Philadelphia TV sports reporter, is just 
learning to play soccer on the new sixth-grade team at his middle school. Andrea 
Carillo has fought her way onto the squad, but the coach doesn’t think girls should play
with boys, so she’s riding the bench with Jeff—even though she’s one of the best 
players. With Jeff’s help, the Philly media gets ahold of the story, and suddenly Andi is
all over the news as she shows her worth on the soccer field. But amid bullies, threats, 
and a media firestorm, will Andi’s skills and Jeff’s perseverance be enough to save the 
season? From sportswriting powerhouse John Feinstein comes this fast-paced novel 
about two kids who are only benchwarmers until they prove themselves naturals when 
it comes to teamwork, friendship, and finding a path to victory. 

 

Speed Demon 

by Fred Bowen 

Eager to find his place at his elite new school, ninth-grader Tim Beeman is 
torn between running track and trying out for football. Where will he feel most 
comfortable and be able to put his fast running skills to best use?   Tim Beeman is a 
newcomer at Hilton Prep, and he’s nervous about finding his place at this elite school. 
But when he sets a new school record for the fifty-yard dash during the first week of 
classes, he reveals his special talent: speed. Before long, the track and the football 
teams are urging Tim to join their sport. As exciting as this is, Tim faces a difficult 
dilemma: his father would love to see him play football, but his mother, who died three 
years ago, always felt that the sport was too dangerous for young boys.   Tim is torn. 
He feels he has a lot to offer the football team and is eager to join this popular group, 
but he can’t shake a lingering fear of being injured. He would definitely be an asset to 
the track team, but he is drawn to the more prestigious football team. How can Tim put 
his talent to the best use and at the same time satisfy his own needs?   Author Fred 



Bowen continues his Sports Story Series with play-by-play action that’s sure to keep 
readers on the edge of their seats! Further information about real “speed demon” 
football players. 

 

Mech Cadet Yu (Vol. 2) 

by Greg Pak 

The second Sharg war has begun. As the alien invasion grows to a worldwide threat, 
the Mech Cadets answer the call alongside their robos to defend the planet. First year 
students, however, are grounded and forbidden from fighting on the front lines. But 
while training in secret, Stanford, Park, Olivetti, and Sanchez will discover that their 
enemy takes more shapes than they could have ever known. Bestselling author Greg 
Pak (The Hulk, Superman) and fan-favorite artist Takeshi Miyazawa (Runaways, Ms. 
Marvel) continue Stanford Yu’s journey alongside his friends and robo mech as he 
begins to question what makes a hero in a time of war. Full-color illustrations. 

 
 

Strike Zone 
by Mike Lupica 

Twelve-year-old star Little League pitcher Nick Garcia has a dream. Several, in fact. 
He dreams he’ll win this season’s MVP and the chance to throw out the first pitch at 
Yankee Stadium. He dreams he’ll meet his hero, Yankee’s pitcher Michael Arroyo. He 
dreams they’ll find a cure for Lupus so he sister won’t have to suffer. But mostly, he 
dreams one day his family can stop living in fear of the government. For one kid, it’s 
almost too much to bear. 
 
Luckily, Nick has his two best friends Ben and Diego to keep him balanced. But when 
Nick notices a mysterious man lurking on his street corner, he senses a threat. 
Suddenly, his worst fears are realized, and just when it seems there’s no one they can 
trust, an unexpected hero emerges and changes everything. 

 

Stargazing 

by Jen Wang 

Moon is everything Christine isn't. She’s confident, impulsive, artistic …and though 
they both grew up in the same Chinese American suburb, Moon is somehow unlike 
anyone Christine has ever known. But after Moon moves in next door, these unlikely 
friends are soon best friends, sharing their favorite music videos and painting their 
toenails when Christine's strict parents aren't around. Moon even tells Christine her 
deepest secret: that she has visions, sometimes, of celestial beings who speak to her 
from the stars. Who reassure her that Earth isn't where she really belongs. 

Moon's visions have an all-too-earthly root, however, and soon Christine's best friend 
is in the hospital, fighting for her life. Can Christine be the friend Moon needs, now, 
when the sky is falling? 



 

Roll with It 

by Jamie Sumner 

Ellie’s a girl who tells it like it is. That surprises some people, who see a kid in a 
wheelchair and think she’s going to be all sunshine and cuddles. The thing is, Ellie has 
big dreams: She might be eating Stouffer’s for dinner, but one day she’s going to be a 
professional baker. If she’s not writing fan letters to her favorite celebrity chefs, she’s 
practicing recipes on her well-meaning, if overworked, mother. 

But when Ellie and her mom move so they can help take care of her ailing grandpa, 
Ellie has to start all over again in a new town at a new school. Except she’s not just the 
new kid—she’s the new kid in the wheelchair who lives in the trailer park on the 
wrong side of town. It all feels like one challenge too many, until Ellie starts to make 
her first-ever friends. Now she just has to convince her mom that this town might just 
be the best thing that ever happened to them! 



 

Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks 
by Jason Reynolds 

This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a school bus falling from 
the sky. But no one saw it happen. They were all too busy— 

Talking about boogers. 

Stealing pocket change. 

Skateboarding. 

Wiping out. 

Braving up. 

Executing complicated handshakes. 

Planning an escape. 

Making jokes. 

Lotioning up. 

Finding comfort. 

But mostly, too busy walking home. 

Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after the 
dismissal bell rings, and brilliantly weaves them into one wickedly funny, piercingly 
poignant look at the detours we face on the walk home, and in life. 

 

Lily the Thief 

by Janne Kukkonen 

In this middle grade fantasy adventure graphic novel, a young girl tries to make a name 
for herself in a secret and perilous society of thieves. 

Lily is a young novice who dreams of being a master thief. That's not easy when 
Guildmaster of Thieves only assigns you the lowliest jobs: grave robbing and 
pick-pocketing. But on one of these meager quests Lily unearths a plot involving 
ancient kings and long-forgotten gods—a secret that could destroy the whole world. 



 

LeBron James: Epic Athletes 
by Dan Wetzel 
Whether you call him King James or simply LeBron, one thing is certain: He is THE 
face of the NBA. At just eighteen, and facing sky-high expectations, LeBron headed 
straight from high school to the pros. Cool under pressure, he went on to shatter the 
record books and become the most popular athlete in America. 
 
Yet nothing was ever handed to LeBron. As a kid, he had to move homes constantly, 
even separating from his mother for a time. But through all the adversity, he took his 
natural talent and combined it with hard work to set himself on a path to greatness. 
Filled with sports action and bold illustrations, this exciting biography tells the story of 
a living NBA legend. 
 

 

The Disaster Days 

by Rebecca Behrens 

Twelve-year-old Hannah Steele doesn't mind babysitting after school. She just took a 
babysitting class, and her charges Zoe and Oscar are basically her next door neighbors, 
so it's really no big deal. 

But then the shaking begins. Pottery topples. Furniture lurches across the floor. Glass 
shatters. The earthquake lasts four whole minutes. It knocks out the power. The stairs 
collapse. Phone lines are down, cell service is nonexistent. Even worse, the ferry and 
the bridge aren't running, so their parents can't get back to them. Which means, they're 
stranded and alone. With Hannah in charge… 

 

Bouncing Back 
by Scott Ostler 

Back in his old basketball league, Carlos Cooper owned the court, sprinting and 
jumping and lighting up the scoreboard as opponents (and teammates) watched in awe. 
Now thirteen-year-old "Cooper the Hooper" is out of his league, new to life in a 
wheelchair, and struggling to pull his weight with his wheelchair basketball team, the 
Rollin' Rats. 

 

Just when Carlos starts to get the hang of the game, the city shuts down the Rollin' 
Rats' gym. Without the gym, the team can't practice, and if they can't practice, they 
might as well kiss their state tournament dreams goodbye. Carlos will need to fully 
embrace his new friends, and his new role in the sport he loves, in order to truly 
become part of the team—and help save their season. 



 

Lionel Messi: Epic Athletes 
by Dan Wetzel 

Lionel Messi has taken the soccer world by storm. He scored the most goals in a 
season. He's racked up championships. There was even a statue built in his honor. 
Despite the accolades, he's still hungry for more goals, more championships, more 
opportunities to shine on the soccer pitch. Messi's drive to succeed has motivated him 
ever since he first stepped on his local, worn-down field as a kid. 

 

Yet his success didn't come without bumps in the road. Diagnosed with a 
career-threatening condition at ten, Messi refused to give up on his dream, and went on 
to amass one of the greatest careers in sports history. Filled with sports action and bold 
illustrations, this inspiring biography details the rise of a living soccer legend. 

 


